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| EDITOR’S PREFACE.

‘ Ir having been suggested, through the medium of the public press, that
it might be desirable at the present erisis, when everything connected
with India excites so much interest, to republish a speech delivered by
' ‘ the late Mr. Poynder, at the East India House, in 1836, on the encou-
|| ragement given by the authorities to the idolatrous practices of the
| natives of India, a near relative of the deceased has been induced to
| select such passages from this and two other speeches by Mr. Poynder on
the same subject as appeared to him likely to be useful.

The immoral practices of the Hindoos are so revolting that it is impos-

A sible to do justice to this subject without entering into a detail which

would render a work of this kind unfit for the general reader. The

i Editor has, therefore, cautiously avoided such detail, his object being to
wEmnmeﬂ; e ‘ render these extracts suitable to all classes of readers.

24, mTEBNost-now.m’ The terrible calamities which have recently befallen our countrymen,

‘\‘ with their wives and children, in the Hast, speak, trumpet-tongued,

l against the policy heretofore adopted by our Anglo-Indian Government.

\I That unhallowed, short-sighted policy is the real cause of England’s

‘ disasters.

| It is important to take a review of our past career in India, or we may

f 20 on perpetuating the same offences, and thus render ourselves, as a
nation, obnoxious to the same punishment.

It is one of the objects of this publication to show that national sins
call down national judgments, and that if there be one sin which does
this more than another, it is IDOLATRY. '

‘ Avarice, also, is a sin which is most odious in the sight of God, and
which steels the heart against everything that is noble and generous. It
will be scen that England has never yet faithfully fulfilled her mission :
the love of money, rather than the love of souls‘, has been the mainspring
of her policy and the ruling motive of her actions. . The worshippers of
Mammon seem to say, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our
wealth.” Tt is observable that the same line of policy has been adopted
towards the poor degraded, idolatrous nati'\'cs of India and the poor
degraded, idolatrous Romanists of this kmgc}om. The Cht'u‘ch of

" Rome is a grossly idolatrous Church, debasing and enslaving her
A2




EDITOR’S PREFACE,

adherents. To patronise and support such a Church is to support :.md
encourage idolatry. The clergy of the Church of England and ultra-

Liberal statesmen are entively at issue upon this all-important point.

: rere for retainine the
The long-protracted struggle between those who were for retaining
Antichristian abominations

which have so long scandalized our Indian

. L » - T
Empire, and those who were anxious to see them abolished, eventually
led to an important change,

The authorities, as long as they could,
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energy and determination of those who were interested in the sacred
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EXTRACTS FROM A SPEECH

r rt of Pro-
Delivered by the late Jonx Poynprr, Esq., af a G;ne; (fsl'e():m; t2 aj; 5
prietors of the East India Company, on Wednesday, Sept. ’ ;Z s
o “l ining evidence in proof of the direct encouragement afforde ;,
Z;lf);j;nyjlo the licentious and sanguinary system of IDOLATRY.

! serves : “If the East India
'R, in the preface to his speech, observes : .I e e
y PP to be openly and unnecessarily promoting

| e . -

' an be shown to ) ‘ue relicion, she
Company Cf idolatry, to the injury and depreciation of; tluehle ;ﬂd ’h .
e sion of 1 d 3 X . an she ¢ 9
thClth. rust, more signally and emphatically tha g -
ped et e 1 c,t'on in her pecuniary or commercial rela

: alversati : )
done by negligence l01‘ m rtion that morals are of more importance than
. ecisely in the propo . S
tions ; precisely in : rior to those of time.
l)oliti;“11nd the interests of eternity superior t
Dy o

The following is a copy of the Motion P"ol)f’sed by MekBomdatfihich
. Sl o f the Address to advocate, NG " bz et
i e Ob‘]LLt‘O king into consideration the direct encourag o
hlEsis Coutt iﬂ'lls;’ to the licentiousness and bloodshed cogme\:or-
aftipdsld ido}atr{;an\;’u;ces by the collection of tribute f1"0mA ;lq(;]abad,
T ido}atl‘lm;lfri;fg ;t thc’a temples of J uggelrnnut, da:11SZ;:inten‘ilnCe of
shippers and pilg £ mples, an .
:mdl lélsewhel‘e, i tf: 1;?;2::32;:;;22?(}:6 t(f) the Honourabl.e Co(lllil":te;);
their priests and a eh mea;ures as may have the eﬁ"ef:t of imme ‘d 5
Directors to take s:uc of the Indian Government.to tluS_ Sll}?-]ect, an
diredinﬁ i azi?;lsostch a reproach from a Christian empire.
Cventually rem S ¢

ADDRESS, &c. ion, the main object
. T invite attention to the L’IO(IOU:. th‘ iyl
Mg, FosuEs S ._;he collection of tribute, as aﬁ:ordmg e 1‘ "
2t ia e abl‘ogilt‘(? stian Grovernment to the popular 1dolat1-y,-?1“ﬁ teneo
and authorlt.y Of'a Cu: and bloodshed inseparably connectedFWI h :mrks
gete ljiiltmltli?f btlo the Motion before us, as the text of my remarks,
“ verting

LI Y
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I shall now endeavour to prove that licentiousness
riably connected with the several j
lected ; and that its collection ope
part of our Christian Governmen
impure and sanguinary practices
revenue that is raised being exh
fessedly applied, a surplus of ¢
India Company.
““ And, first, I shall not;
with all the idolatrous w
- temples in question,”
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. 5 'y outrage:
hich destroy every vestige of moral feeling and excite to every i
which des
virtue.” s kee with the
uI)?I;IOW shall I deseribe the unutterable abominations coﬂnec;e;lp::d in no
popular superstition. I have witnessed scenes which can 1’D-e Ct;)le i
%’u?rru(qrre ; and have heard of other abominations pl‘actxi‘e( hm e
t d s ¢ ¥ . s r
l-eli?rio;:s rites, and in the presence of the gOdS’. “'hl.Ch’ ) " tn(:]) oo
scricl’)ed, would fill the whole Christian world'\w;llthtdlsguzuzlward n R
: T ature without any
¢ Men are sufficiently corrupt by n al state
toevilinl thal pUBHCH At e R e bferil: :;O::livion,
of that country where the sacred festivals, and the very fo =
g CPRL ]
lead men to every species of vice? i . ] fon': and
m‘ These festiv'is and public exhibitions excite universal attentt‘on, e
x . 1 arty :
absorb, for weeks together, almost the whole of the public clonvelll‘s;e e
;uch is’ the enthusiasm with which they are hailed, th.nt “1(: “tuzss every-
] : erment : health, property, time, business,
: to be thrown into a fermen . ; repared to
Sle?ms is sacrificed to them. In this manner are the people P'leli'tutions
o g 1 of ke = 1
: i e impressions from their national institutions. If thelietms g
receiv e T e =
. ts would be mos PPy 5 ;
were favourable to virtue the effec ingly calculated to corrupt the mind,
tion to their fascination they are exceedingly calcul lik ighty torrent
1 ; : § i ike a m >
0 follow ; and vice, g
st dreadful consequences r -tide of the
e mOISt : L the Plains of Bengal with the force of the ﬂ0°(]1 tlfle el
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ﬂf)ws sehiic ine along with it young and old, the learned and :cflel 1Dtno ) ,'
arrying ¢ o T eternity !
Ganges(,lc oz all easteDs and descriptions of people, into an z“ lu v1ils}; ;
i ¢ J icentions reva
2y 1'); ,clmmcters of the gods, and the Jicentiousness 1w tif 1p g
t, the chara ¥ y 9n i e enervs
1 '.ghofl‘t,t'v'lls and abounds in their popular works, wit tl oo 'mz
s CSf‘ ’;l e, climate, have made the Hindoos the most e
nature of th > F
oy le on earth. . . . . of ot reat deoree
001‘1 i conscientious Christian fairly consider whether a glentenaices
oY ¥ . 1 ’
L'et'uf'lty does not attach to the person who in any wa; C(z-tmtinumw@
'Olf (l“zmmnllii,m not ashamed to confess that 7 fear 7710;-"’;’{‘07‘/ ;t;;’ Englishmen
1dolatry. ; . ragement which Lingl
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iggis itish power in India, from ¥ ,  orter wlidte
e B“t’: ' tI]ze idolatry of the Hindoos, than from any other g
have given to.

LT : al and compara-
S h it has been said that the Hindoos are a moral and nﬁwed
¢ 1t 1o . "SONS enga
. Jagugh st people, there needs no attempt to prove to pelt‘ i q: ?he
‘flvely o hon'e ¥ }) dia ’that such an assertion is as far fI‘OD-l (;nt ‘m 18
S nth;a Poles. Every one who has been Ebhg'e Oofe] ylinj’

i een : s i vices
(hﬁtance s 1 the most mortifying proofs, that if the . Hindozb:
oyl impurity, can degrade a people, then the :
, and imp » £ human depravity. Whole pages might
ot, till the reader was perfectly nauseated
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deceit, dishonesty
have sunk to the utmost deptll)l.s 0
be written on this pmnfu(ll'su Jf. e
i i f their disgusting ; ) ek,
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[ary (says the Abb:a mortal species of torture.
ous Brahmipg tak PE add, that in no instance do
1€y prescribe g easell(?, any share themselyes in those
ssential to the salvation of their deluded

lctims undep
he says
He then notic
gans of a pulley, afte,
o ainful gnq protr:
Tt is hardly nee
the corrupt angd +
austerities which 1
followers,” , .

““The Iy :
idiang g,
i ‘ : Phear to gyp
: hether ancient or modepy b i
80 i i
Izef of theip religiong 1'ite; ! ”y 3
* Page 49 B :
pm‘tic};; .-1.. Mz, Poynder callg
: ¢ the fryjtg of sug} K
uch pollyg;
fluence

ici

Pass the different o,

o i e itions of the earth,

avity which is found in

the Indiq Comp
- He says,—
T own holy faih
gress, and giye oéc
I own intep
lem,”

any to refuse to
“If you will do bub
at least do nothing
asion to idolaters t0
ests are in question you are

l i P y I
]Ch Shﬂu Osltl\/ Cl 0] JStI'U(,t l.t
Wi > S Pr¢

affirm /
i ni, th-at When the Weanest op
o anest of
£ Pm the megpg of advane; s
- Foynder t e
from whie ¥ » T too '
' o o Particularige each
5 L:lement affordeq by G ) Bﬂs -
he heg T
o .el‘d of all t}e idolaty Al
3 0%, 88 the ngp, imy i
i POTty £
SJII(, by Which L
upreme Bejy . »
a.

i AOf th'e principal temples
; mp'lete]y illustrative of the
1C0.nt10usness and bloodshed.”

€3 1n the woplqg stands that of

. e Lor
1S monst Lord of the World * ; for such
Onstrous jqol is o

is the impiong
authority of t,,
1ade to usurp the

e

_

9

Tn reference to the revenue derived {rom this polluted source, the conduct
of the Indian Board of Control appears to have been highly culpable. M.
Poynder observes :—“It was reserved for an inconsiderable number of
politicians, appointed as Commissioners for the affairs of India, to affix the
broad seal of their authority for the continued perpetration of offences
virtually amounting to murder ; and that under the abused name of religion,
and in spite of the just indignation, and recorded votes, both of the
Directors and Proprietors of the East India Company ! ?

At p. 56 the evidence of Dr. Buchanan is brought forward, who, after
adverting to some of the disgusting immoralities of this degraded people,
says :—¢ T have seen Juggernaut. No record of ancient or modern history
can give, I think, an adequate idea of the valley of death. The idol has
been justly considered as the Moloch of the present age, for the sacrifices
offered to him, by self-devotement, are not less eriminal, perhaps not less
numerous, than those of the Moloch of Canaan. As other temples are
usually adorned with figures, emblematical of their religion, so Juggernaut
has representations, numerous and varied, of that vice which constitutes
the essence of /is worship, . . . . The characteristics of Moloch’s worship
are obscenity and blood.”

Dr. Buchanan, in a sermon preached before the University of Cambridge,
on July 1, 1810, observes :—¢ Turpitude and crime are found in the
ignorant and idolatrous nations of the present day. I resided many years
in the heathen world, and was satisfied that the character of their idolatry
corresponded with that which is given in the Seriptures. I resolved, how-
ever, to visit the chief seat of the Hindoo religion, for which purpose I
made a journey to the great Temple of Juggernaut, which is to the Hindoos
what Mecca is to the Mohammedans, the stronghold and fountain-head of
their idolatry. . . . » Many of the pilgrims die by the way, and their bodies
generally remain unburied, so that the road to Juggernaut may be known,
for the last fifty miles, by the human bones which are strewed in the way.
On the great day of the fostival the idol was brought out amidst the accla-
mations of hundreds of thousands of his worshippers, He was seajced on a
lofty throne, and surrounded by his priests. « . . - Tht.ls the'worsh]p of the

Tt had the two characters of cruelty and impurity. Men and
oted themselves to death before Moloch. I myself beheld the
his record, because I witnessed

idol began.
women dev
libations of human blood ; and I give you t
the fact. '
«These idolaters are our own subjects ; and every ma.n who can afford .11;

is obliged to pay a tribute to the English Government for leave to worship
the idol. This 1is called the Revenue of the Temple; and a civil officer,
supported by a military foree, is a.ppomte(l to col'le.ct t}xe tax. Othf:r te.m}?les
in Hindostan have long been considered as a legltlmnte. source of a similar
revenue. This scene is, indeed, remote ; but, I repeat it, these are our own
ower to redress the evil.  There is a time

subjects, and we have it in Our'D ; .
appointed by the Divine Providence (according to the prophetic record) to
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who says :—“\I certainly think with Mr. Ward, that the British power has

more to fear from its connexion with idolatry in this country than from

anything else.”

Another missionary states:— It is one of the most astonishing facts in

modern history that a high-spivited, professedly Christian Government,

celebrated for the wisdom of its councils and the benevolence of its proceed-
ings, should lend its patronage and prostitute its power for the support of
the most degrading, most cruel, and most obscene system of idolatry that
ever disgraced mankind ; and not only lend its power and influence for its
support and splendour, but condescend to fatten on the spoil, and sell- its
dignity for a few rupees ! T cannot help feeling indignant at the conduct
of my countrymen who are connected with the worship of Juggernaut.
Here we have a high-minded English gentleman, who would challenge and
shoot a man for the least expression derogatory to an imaginary honour,
stooping to be a cartwright or carbuilder for an ugly wooden idol, and super-
intending the payment of the Brahmins’ food and the hiring of prostitutes
for their service. There is another, standing at the gateway and taking toll
from the poor wretches the victims of the Company’s and the Pundas’
duplicity, and offering arguments to prove that it does no harm. It will
scarcely be believed that a gentleman high in the service of the Company is
to be seen as busy as possible conducting, with apparent pleasure, the
abominable idolatries, and, waving his cap, encouraging the car-drawers to
proceed. 'These gentlemen deserve to have their names published to the
world, so that when they return to England to enjoy their ill-gotten gains
ymen may treat them as their conduct deserves. The natives

their countr,
of Christian principle, and they loudly proclaim,

glory in this dereliction
How the Company honours Juggernaut !
% Oh, that the day may soon arrive when some powerful friend to

the interests of humanity shall attend and investigate the whole of this
idolatrous business! Then may we hope for our testimony to be fully
substantiated, and the Government to blush at having supported this

L4 ”
wickedness so long.

At p. 112, the following extract is given from the “Friend of India :"—

«The God of truth seems to have ordained that in the very nature of
thines idol-worship should contain within itself the seeds of its own decay;
and zj’co attempt to counteract this natural tendency, and to support idolatry

by virtue and wisdom, the growth of Christianity, seems an act which, if
< ., 3 . 3
continued, woul the British empire in India than
nued, W ' C
from the combination of all its enemies. ' ‘ ™
Alludine to the active support of idolatrous worship by Great Britain,
and the p?-()ﬁtg qrising from this polluted source at other places besides
- “ 5 i v 1 A1 7 o1 () ] U 3.
Juecernaut, such as Gya, Allahabad, and Tripetty, Mr. Poynder observes :
o aut, ) . e ! . -
o« Tt must assuredly be admitted that the consideration of our unhallowed
DU dso .
i : ¢ ‘ces of iniquity assumes an aspect
gains from these known and unknown sources 0 [uity ¢ an asy

that is truly appalling.”

d make us fear more for

R R
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At p. 134, he Says i—
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3
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surprising that, in the long period during which we have held these
territories, we have made no serious attempt to recal the Hindoos to
the dictates of truth and morality. This is a mortifying proof how little it
has been considered that the ends of Government and the good of society
have an inseparable connexion with right principles. We have been
satisfied with the apparent submissiveness of this people, and have attended
chiefly to the maintenance of our authority over the country, and the
augmentation of our commerce and revenues; but have never, with a view
to the promotion of their happiness, looked thoroughly into their internal
state.” "— Printed by the House of Commons in the year 1813.

«If, indeed, any doubt could exist on this point, the public pledge which
was given, on the last renewal of the Company’s Charter, by the House of
Commons, would speedily remove it, for it was then unanimously resolved by
the whole House, in Committee, ¢ That it is the peculiar and bounden duty
of the Legislature to promote, by all just and prudent means, the interest and
happiness of the inhabitants of the British dominions in India ; and that
for these ends, such measures ought to be adopted as may gradually tend to
their advancement in useful knowledge, and to their religious and moral
improvement.’

« Now it is obvious, that if Great Britain can be shown, by the treaties
in question, to have in any way become a party to the support of the
reigning idolatry, {rom which she is to pay herself as she can, the vote of
the House of Commons is, in that case, so much wind ; while, if it shall
appear, as I contend it must, that we have made no such compact with
TIdolatry, we have really done nothing to prevent that ¢ religious and moral
improvement,” to which the British Parliament has pledged itself and the
nation : and which it has solemnly declared to be for the ‘interest and
11:1ppinéss of the inhabitants of the British dominions in India.’

« And here, Sir, I am reminded of what Mr. Brougham has recently
observed in the House of Commons, on the subject of certain other
treaties, which—like the treaties of the East—iwere supposed to stand in

the way of the abolition of slavery in the West Indies.®
«¢But I am told,” said he, ¢there are treaties existing which prevent the

completion of my hopes. Upon this subjec't, the argument f0u}1ded upon
treaties has always been used, from the period when a blood-stained "crenty
gave us, in exchange for the glory of Blenheim, an increased share in tlfe
unhallowed trade of Africa. The same m-gum‘ent, founded upon public
treaties, was employed, until the people’s indignation nwo]\:e, :m.d :lcsc?11<le(1
in thunder, which smote that horrid trade, and scattered 1ts.gmlty gaing to
the wind. ‘The country is again awake, and I trust tha.t timely at-tentlon
to its voice may avert from this com’ltry a far more 'aerrlb‘le ztnd mlseraI_Jle
judgment of God’—Myr. Brougham’'s Speech on Slavery in the West

: 20 ?
Indies, House of Commons, July 13, 1830.
1 ground of treatics for perpetuating what is wrong in the Bast

# Mhe plea seb up on tl e
Tp eyt | us of the plea set up for continuing the Maynooth Grant.

and West Indies, may remind

—ED,
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Mr. Poynder proceeds to expose the pretended fears of those alarmists
who evince, he says, a ¢determination to touch no existing abuse of
wh:}teve.zr description, for with them the Company is all perfection. . .

It is lngh time that these Anglo-Indians, whose authority is estimated
aCth so 'lngh & rate b).r many, should be informed by the British and
it Eﬁlz?e;;ighzlzliaﬁ :f ’éeﬂ cannot appreciate the high designs for fvhich
favoured. country thi Ny ! od to commit to our enlightened and highly-
millions of people (183(%))1685131111:‘ and future destinies of above a hundred
their own responsibilit 3 i ell(j 1231‘6 .those Amongius who better understand
patronage, are objects ):)t: ';Sv f‘ilewng Hisippouiany p.roﬁt, and SEni
legitimate, indeed, so lon:r 'I:I}t’l seco?dary an.d Euberdinate clmracter—-—
reference to higher and Ilulo;e : 1ey keep their place, and are used in
to the last degree, if they deviftzonoumble (.’,Ilds—but base and unworthy
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case, the Company had only to bear the guilt and odium of permitting
what they might always have prevented; in this, they at ouce lie under
the double responsibility of mixing themselves up, as a Christian Govern-
ment, with Idolatry and its observances; while, at the same time, they
participate in all the profits of the unhallowed connexion.

“To this must be further added the inconceivable amount of moral
profligacy which is involved in these practices; and which thus receives
the sanction of the Company’s influence, to an extent of which the case of
the suttees furnishes no parallel example. There, indefensible as was the
practice itself, it was not found in connexion with all that is execrable and
loathsome in vice and profligacy ; and, therefore, the same extent of moral
evil did not, in that instance, receive the sanction, or boast the authority,
of a Christian Government—a Government which, with almost incredible
inconsistency, is now found, with one hand, bestowing the benefits of her
own ecclesiastical establishment upon India at large; and, with the other,
actually building and repairing idolatrous temples, hiring prostitutes for
their supply, and fostering a system of lust and pollution which is
absolutely without an example in the history of the Christian world.”

EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECH

Of the late JouN POYNDER, Esaq., at a General Court of Proprietors of
the East India Company, on the 21st of December, 1836, upon
a Motion for carrying into effect the Letter of the Court of
Directors, of the 20th of February, 1833, which ordered tﬁe with-
drawal of British patronage and support from the worship and service
of Idolatry, and the eatinction of all Tazation arising from the Super-

stitions of Heathenism.

“Be not ye therefore partakers with them. . . . Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness.”—Erm. v. 7, 11.

SPEECH, &c.

in pursuance of previous notice, to move,
h of the Court of Directors, dated the
1833, having for its object the withdrawz}l of fche encou-
Britain to the idolatrous worship of India, and
nt of the revenue hitherto derived from such source ;
ar to have been accomplished 3 this Court deems
Court of Directors to adopt such forther

Mg, CaamyaN,—IL beg leave,
— That, adverting to the despate
20th of February,
ragement afforded by Great
also the relinquishme
which object does not yet appe
it necessary to recommend to the
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prohibited, without affecting cither the security or popularity of our
supremacy.”

The Abbé Dubois observes,— I have never Dbeheld an Indian religious
procession, without its presenting me with an image of hell.”

Mr. Chaplin (formerly Commissioner in the Deccan), whose object is to
keep things as they are, by imputing fanaticism, enthusiasm, and Mecthodism,
to all who oppose idolatrous taxation, says,—¢ The proposition to abolish the
pilgrim-tax appears to me too extravagant to have been entertained for
a moment by any but weak-minded zealots, whose next step would be to
overthrow all the Hindoo temples, and to erect Methodist conventicles on
their ruins.” . . .

But Mr. Chaplin proceeds to assert that this country is pledged to keep
up idolatry, in spite of her own faith. ¢ The Government,” says he, “is
pledged to support the temples and religious institutions of the people
which have always been upheld by former rulers ; but the performance of
this obligation will be rendered difficult, if we are to sacrifice to false ideas
of Christian delicacy so fair and appropriate a source of revenue.”

The English of all which is, that revenue must be had, at all events ;
so that, according to this witness, when Christianity and idolatry are placed
in apposition, “no false ideas of Christian delicacy ” are to be sacrificed to
the profits of heathenism ! The religion of Jesus must bow to the crescent
of an impostor, and defer to the paramount claims of «them that are no
gods, that have eyes and see not, and ears that hear not, neither is there any
breath in their nostrils !”

. . . The truth is, the whole system descends in a direct line from the
heathen governments, which we supplanted, and which, of course, never
intended to suppress superstition, though they taxed it; all which was
perfectly consistent in a heathen government ; but we contim?e thf; tax,

because it is profitable, and mnot as intending prohibition which, in our
Christian Government, is the height of inconsistency and sin.

. . . Mr. Dalzell, of the Madras service, says :— 1

% The imposition of taxes by us upon the observance of st}p?rst.ltmus and

ppears obviously adapted to insure the beh(.:f, either that
and therefore fix a price upon their observance ;
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the shapeless trunk of Juggernaut, and rending the air with their shouts,
we have been oppressed with shame. It has been next to impossible to
helieve the fact that was before our eyes, that such multitudes were capable
of the deep degradation we were looking on. But the shame has increased
when we consider the part that is borne by our countrymen, at the head-
quarters of this abomination. . . . . It is sorrow enough that idolatry and
its concomitant evils should exist ; but it is more than sorrow, it is iniquity
that they should be prolonged, and increased by men, who profess to know
God, and to serve Him. We are at a loss to conceive what it is that
induces Government so long to disregard the positive injunctions of the
lome authorities. We trust it is not consideration for the revenue that is
raised by the pilgrim-tax, for the Government must be poor indeed—not
in money, but in character—if it avows its continuance of a great and
heinous immorality, for sordid gain.”

The following was lately addressed to me by the Rev.
sionary. “. . . . It is most fervently to be wished that all interference on
the part of Government with the idolatrous worship of the Hindoos,
should Dbe withdrawn, as I know these things often lead them to imagine
:hat their governors approve of, and patronise their superstitions, and the
Brahmins endeavour to make the people believe this is the case. Immense
numbers of Hindoo temples in one part of the country are now lying in

nd in many places the idols that were once worshipped in them are
vithin them ; were Government support withdrawn
and the Brahmins left to manage the endow-
ments of those temples among themselves, I have very little doubt but
that those which remain would soon fall into the same state of decay. I
Consider the countenance and support afforded by Government one of the
superstition and idolatry in India.”

forded to idolatry by the Indian Government, the
Rev. , a missionary, writes to me. . Let the measures which
have Dbeen sanctioned at home be carried into effect in India; let that
neutrality, which should never have been departed f:rom, be maintﬂine.d;
let the lands and endowments of the temples be committed to the Brahmins
and to the idolaters themselves; let all Government interfe.rence, support,
and patronage be withdrawn; then, should idolatry not fall into dcc.ay, and
should the Christian religion not make greater progress, out Indmn. r_ule
will, at least, be delivered from the heavies.t guilt which a Chrxsh_nn
Government can incur, and our nation be relieved from a curse, which
my i rest upon it. .

;tl;::q:e;zz;zzla}: v latclg at Bangalore, but now in th.is COUl‘ltl‘y: « SC{
1ong as a professedly Christian Governn'lent gives pub‘llclpilhonng‘e:[;m
support to idolatry ; so long as the Brahmins are able to 1ep y to L;s,l 'oes‘
not the Goyernment support this temple, .aud these priests, and .(anclng
Women, and the whole system of worship? rAre they not p‘mdlthcu
Mmonthly allowance out of the public revenue ? Do not European gentlemen
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that he (Juggernaut) ascends the car himself. This year Isaw the block taken
It was a sight sufficient to excite laughter in the most serious
—some pulling, some pushing, and others fanning the ugly block, just
as children of five years old would play with a doll; and this is done
by those eminent for wisdom, and who, of course, think themselves very
wise. Such are the fruits of idolatry—degradation lower than that of the
Tt is hard to account for the ignorance—nay, I know
of no word that expresses the state of Hindoos ; to call it brutality, would
be casting an aspersion upon the brute creation. It contains all that is de-
grading, debasing, corrupting, and devilish,” I would add that the Serip-
tures give the best account of this, “He feedeth on ashes ; a deceived heart
hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not

to his throne.

brutes which perish.

a lie in my right hand ?”

... T could easily multiply proofs of the deplorable d
idolatrous India, while the light of Heaven is shining so brightly in the
re obstructing the

egradation of

mother country, whose agents and officers, however, a
influence of that light, to their own sordid advantage, in defiance both of
the express command of the Almighty, and of positive orders received from

home to the contrary! But I forbear, and observe, in conclusion, that if
it will be seen that I

the Court will now advert to the terms of my Motion,
have studiously avoided the language of recrimination and reproach, together
lated to give offence. I content myself with
that nothing has yet been done to satisfy the
or to assuage the woes of a suffering

with every expression calcu
submitting the simple fact,

expectation of a waiting empire,
people ; nay, more—that, upon the present system, an undisguised obstrue-

tion is offered to the diffusion of our common Christianity through the regions

The Directors have decided that this abomination
¢ as their recorded opinion against it can have any
awal, however late, from the profits of

of the Iast. . .
shall terminate, so fa
weight, and so far as their own withdr
iniquity, can be of any use.

Tt is impossible, in th
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e utmost exercise of Christian charity, not to
s ” has had an operation, or

Court and of this country

apprehend that
assuredly, long before this,
would not have been uttered in vain.

But, anxious as I am to press No har .
facts, T do not disguise my impression that, if the Directors now hesitate to

act with a greater degree of vigour than they have ever yet displayed, ‘they
are from henceforth the patrons and abettors of idolatry, be.cause “. Qui /{207?.
prohibet cum pru]zz’bere possit, Jussit” I-I‘e that is not with me is against
me,” was the declaration of unerring authority. ' ul

Let it never be forgotten that, of all the abominatlo'ns in itself, and of all
curses in itg consequences, both here and hereafter, idolatry stands at the

head, For this, the nations which knew mot God were driven out of
; 5 : ;
Canaan of old, and the nations which professed to know Him, but still went
§ G ] . 2 s
after their idols, were driven in their turn from Judea. His glory God will

der at home than T am justified from
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en i S ir gods, and
with fire; and you shall hew down the g:lll,\c,l"l n{;{;%(l:: \:lfl ;Sllmlll: m]:]s,__.
destroy the names of them out of that p u-u,. o [nd T
«Most undoubtedly nothing can be so (]ICﬂ(‘ll fn.lol]:ltr i
remotest assent to, or conniv:.mce af, any pnllt .O't;e(h ;nqi;fcstation T
abhorrence of everything relating to i, and ,; é:n; o ‘e‘ e 0
abomination, is the duty of every se'rv:mt 0 od, aﬁ . ;p
Christian who is at any time to im;estlgilte tiiymiﬁf;;n's e i
For what purpose, I would ask, have the ms . P
sungZt::‘(:):o I])31"1?'1511 ,1'ule; and how it is :cl}llat \tvhen rall;l;:etg* t::gnn?v 2:; f“bsiz
; ing about us—Great Britain still sets as ,and g ¢
((llli:tI::‘z“;;pr;E:: ?  Why has she been spared a\m.idst th((al .}\;‘c?k offs:lj‘:'o;::}‘:
ing kingdoms, but to promote the glory of God in thg 1 lilsx‘c;fl ?te i“.tcrem
lasting Gospel ?  What are any or all of: the base an.d s‘u or( 1n:1 : {1 e
which are occasionally disputed and adjusted by ’.clns Court, or :}nylob l,
pecuniary, and therefore perishing, advantages which can be O'btmne( y,lfb
from India, either collectively or individually, when brought 1nvto cg)n.]pch-
tion with the interests of the immortal soul and the‘etcrnal destxr}l'es of
“In considering,” says the illustrious Charles Grant, “the aﬂ:x}l's of
the world as under the control of the Supreme Dispo.sel', and those. dx.stant
territories as, by strange events, providentially placed in our l.mnds,‘ 1s it noz
reasonable, is it not necessary to conclude that they were given t?)us.:lot
merely that we might draw an annual proﬁ't from themf.but thlat we ‘nncﬂn )
diffuse among their inhabitants, long sunk in da.rkness, ‘,],(if’ a‘n{ ‘misel }?Jt IL?
benign light and influence of truth, and the bles.smgs of we -(‘n ;el ec Sicll: 3", i
and that in prudently and sincercly endeavouring to auswe}1 . 11esle e C “u
may not only hope for some measure of the same success w hich ;as usua y
attended all serious and rational attempts for the propagation of that pt.ue
and sublime religion which comes from God, but best secure thelprote‘lc'txo.n
of his providential government, of which we now see such awful marks in
y the world.” ‘. ;
th(;te;sels]zeolf}" Ligh time that those Anglo-Indim?s, whose fluth]cna-ltérl]s‘. iatl-
mated at so high a rate by many, should b'e mforx'ned lf?y‘t 1§. ]11.1: 1lan
public, that, il ¢hey cannot appreciate the h}gh designs (;1. \leucf‘l 1 fnsl
Pleased Almighty God to commit to our enlightened am} ugl? yl- ‘“-(1);16;
country, the present and future destinies of above nl 1]urll.a.lccv nn 1(())111,,-
of people, there are those among us who better unde{st‘amt‘t 1(,11"0\”‘1 1((),}s)¥>ectq
sibility, as believing that pecuniary p'r?ﬁt an(} secu]al pnllzllnzz Thee ) _}{ee.
of a very secondary character—Ilegitimate, mdee(‘,bslo ?(]z.(but birs . ‘mg
their place, and are used to higher and more %mnou‘m :hex. : ,ro & ‘u ; ); Se
unworthy, to the last degree, when they flevmt.e ﬁoncl el} p‘ tp ! pT I >
and hecome the chief, or only end of action, either in corporate hedies, or

Private individuals.

man ?

; v ar 4 % romarkable crids 15 § ce
* See King’s ¢ Munimenta Antiqua,” where some very remark lb(ljL e\i u-hn(é}e 1;'1;1(]l11 (}l
to prove that shortly before the assassination of the celebrated 'd'l)] ‘;“: OvO\ h
Kok S ik im by the native idolaters!
Permitted Divine honours o be publicly offered to him by t
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It is because proprietors of this class are insensible to their own dtlt':esi
that such as feel their responsibility ave consigned to the loss of cnst.e, o
treated as “enthusiasts ” ang “zealots,” who would throw all Indm. mto
confusion by Propounding crude anq ill-digested schemes of reform, in “'“
empire where all the hold we Possess is declared to depend upon the 'm.exe
opinion of the natives ; as if e could formerly have alienated that opinion

by forbidding the mypdey of widows, or forfeit it now, by abandoning the
taxation of idolatry !

: e ation
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ioned the creat question really at issue to. a contemnt‘uou’s mlleél;es thIi;
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Mr. Poynder then adverts to a Memorial addressed on Gth Angust, 18??(311
by the Christian population of the Presidency of Madras, to Sir Frederlc't
Adam, the Governor of Madras. He says, “It appeared from this
Memorial not merely that the Indian Government w

employment of those legitimate means which Divine Pro
at its disposal for

as neglecting the
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the illumination of a heathen empire, but that, in
contravention of some express orders from the par

ent Government, it was
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an officers and
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tncouragement to the grossest idolatry and crime, at the expense of the
best and most honourable feclings of its own Christian population ;
it could not but be evident to every well-informed mind that, w
State of things could not expect to secure the blessing of God
eXisted too long already, and could not be too speedily ter
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having military command in Madras, whose directions in relief of Christian
soldiers had long been acted upon, without its being so much as alleged
that the slightest inconvenience had followed their observance. :
This unnecessary interference on the part of the supreme authority with
what had hitherto been found to work so well, led, as might be expected,
to the resignation of Sir P. Maitland of his important military command 3
and the same honourable feelings which induced that gallant oflicer to
“obey God rather than man,” have equally influenced a civil officer of
the Company, Mr. Robert Nelson, who had returned for a season to this
country, to abandon a lucrative service, under a late correspondence with
the Company, from which it appears that in consequence of the Secretary
of the India House having been directed to inform that gentleman that he
would be required, on his return to India, to submit to the same compulsory
regulations as had been publicly complained of by the Madras Memorial,
he frankly replies that, feeling it, as a Christian, ¢ impossible to serve two
masters,” he is compelled to make his election, and therefore resolves to
resien at once the civil trust which he had for some time held.

. .. Not only the offence against the Christian faith as seen in the
treatment both of the native Christians in India and of our own Christian
countrymen in addition, but (it must be observed, notwithstanding the
immense cost of human life at which all these abominations have been proved
to be going on to this time, and the irreparable injury inflicted on our
common Christianity, by thus authoritatively declaring to the natives that
there is no real difference between their religion and our own) the continued
determination, on the part of the Company, to derive an unhallowed revenue
from all the processions, penances, and temple-worship of heathenism, and
to pay itself and its stockholders from the profits must needs be matter or
the deepest grief, and the loudest remonstrance on the part of “all who call
themselves Christians.” . b

The public attention, however, appears at length to be excited onlthtj1 s;u;
ject. In. additi(.m to the Church of {Eng‘h;“idt,s tl‘;;sg‘t“;z]:i:;’ ]S:(th:::ng ; t:s
asserted its ancient chamcfer and ejillljci(‘n( queslt)ion- B ais fFsthe reotitics
R e ngaine® tlllueoel"ccaentl}’ spoken out, in language which
R ey e hﬁ:ve a1;ishops and clergy of the Church of Eng-
cannot be misunderstood: rhpjlcd. petitions of the Society for Promoting
A A thelre‘f‘oifm Church Missionary Society,—have been

Christian Knowled.ge, qr:: 'c:nd alive to the public expectations.

BrIeite thg:;ot;;hgn; of the Company's own chaplains in India, in a
e{‘orc’thc Church Missionary Society, as late as the 30.th
sermon preast’ ves i—¢ Christians, in the present day, have a speeial
of April, 18,3?”1 OLJZL:]:;_Y are the light of the world, in respect of the coun-
duty to 1’(3[‘-{0:1,] ],q given by the Government of our Indian Empire to the
genance wmlcs-mcs T)l’ that people. A Government calling itself Christian
idfﬁ“g;:i :o(‘f polluted revenue, derived from the pageants of idolatry, and
still ¢ES™

equally

The Rev. Mr-
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attempted to be made between complimenting an idolatrous prince and
doing honour to idolatry as such, is impossible to be supported.  One
missionary proves that the priests claimed the homage for their gods;
another, that all the natives of India understood it to be so rendered; and
the best and most influential members of your own national Church
proclaim with one voice that the converse of that proposition is true, which
has been held by the Directors as self-evident.””

But, says Lord Ellenborough, «We shall provoke a general ‘massacre’ if
this outward respect is withheld !”*

Happily, Sir, we have lived long enough to outlive these terrors. The
same threat was launched at your early Governor when he hung Nundcomar
for a foul murder, who was the first Brahmin that ever suffered the
ignominious death to which so many of his tribe have necessarily been
subjected since, but without any disastrous consequences having ever
followed to the empire of India. When your representative was threatened
with a general rebellion for doing his duty, his quiet answer was, “Tf the
priests do not like to be hung, they must not commit murder.” So when
the Marquis Wellesley abolished the murder of infants, by their .own
mothers throwing them to the sharks at the river Hoogley, near Calcutta,
as a religious rite, he heard of and laughed at the same bugbear; precisely
as did Colonel Walker in Guzzerat, who stopped the infanticide of the
Rajpoots ; and so far from any revolution having followed, these very
mothers came in a few years to Colonel Walker, with these very children in
their hands, and made that gallant officer weep when they said, ¢ Here are
our children, who would never have been here if you had not saved them
from being destroyed by their own mothers 17 This was surely a revolution
devoutly to be wished, but it was all the revolution that followed.

Just so, when Lord William Bentinck abolished the murderous practice
of Suttee, or the licensed destruction of no fewer than the number of 666
widows—for such was the average of the ten years preceding the inquiry of
Parliament—although the Hon. Myr. Lindsay, Sir George R?bins?n, and
Sir James Carnac all equally predicted that we should be all driven %nto t'he
sea if the murderous rite of Suttee sh'ould be stopped 5 T s.a 7, when, in spite
of these alarmists, Lord Wm. Bentinck chose to act like a man‘and a

Christian,